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	Dear Friends,

Yes, another letter from the Webbs, and so soon! Well, we wanted to thank you for praying for the workshop on Tanna last week and let you know how things went. Maybe I should let the participants speak for themselves;
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“ We used to think you just read the Bible as a story but now we know we  need to work out the meaning. Our preachers trick us each week because they don't teach us from the Bible like you have taught us to do; reading and really thinking about the meaning. They just say anything that comes into their heads."  (I hope she raises that issue with the leaders in a diplomatic way!) 
And another

“ We're going to go back and do that skit you did at church next Sunday to show the community how important Bible translation is and how they should be supporting it."
 

Then I heard that Tanna translator Jenri told someone after his wife's arrival home; 
“ It must have been a good workshop. Now my wife understands about Bible translation and wants to support me as I do the work!" 
How about that – mission accomplished on one small front!
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It was a well-worked out week, with not much thanks to our working out! God held off the rain for us to get there (well almost - He reminded us of what he'd done when it poured 5 minutes walk from the village!). God allowed 3 of the 4 groups to get there - albeit one group a day late - quite the journey for them. God provided food despite the recent cyclone which made the gardens much less abundant than usual. 

And God timed it such that we arrived the same week as "Prophet Fred", the revered leader of a local cult, had decreed that something terrible was going to happen on Tanna this week or next. Many were afraid of his predictions. But we were able to assess Prophet Fred's real power and place in God's scheme of things with the words of Isaiah 40. Seems as though the good prophet is just an ant like the rest of us ants loved by God! None of the 17 ladies there missed that point!
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Yes, and God helped Serah, the ni-Vanuatu lady whose idea had initially prompted the workshop to do a great job at leading some of the sessions – it was pretty good to see a lady who lives in town, with education, a decent home, and a small but reliable income, really caring about her less fortunate rural sisters. Life is tough for them and she knows it. Their lives are full of stories and many animistic ideas. How do they know what's right and what’s wrong? We tried to give them some skills to work it out. Serah really wants them to get it right! "Don't be like the Pharisees of Matthew 25:15, who were giving out the wrong message" she encouraged.
 

Yaing told me how a few of the ladies on the last night prayed over water to give it power, and then poured it out on the church entrance to help the men to not disobey God's Word. My heart sank at that one. Hadn't we just spent 3 days talking about the exclusive and personal power of the God of the Bible? Serah was indignant, "Did she think God made a mistake when he made water? Does she think water is not good enough the way He made it and for the purposes he made it?!!" Good on Serah. But it reminded me of the long road of learning ahead for these ladies who have such limited teaching, and even access to it.
 

The workshop was great, but I’m conscious it was but a mere drop in a big, big bucket. Please pray that God will continue to fill the bucket for each one, revealing more of Himself and His truth as they read his Talk.
 

After all it is he who has "exalted above all things His name and His Word. Psalm 138:2
 

Thanks again for being part of the week ...
Love,
Lyndal & Ross
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